AMAZONS    OF    FREEDOM

They could be trusted with school registers and
other incriminating documents.

The classes were held mostly in working class
homes, as the organizers could be sure of the
implacable hatred of the Polish working classes
for the Russians. Each class consisted of not more
than 20 children, but, as might be imagined, the
available space was in most cases inadequate even
for such small groups. However, the air of con-
spiracy that surrounded their education only added
to the children's zeal in absorbing knowledge. The
women teachers, in addition to the dangerous
nature of their task, had to contend with other
difficulties, such as the lack of schoolbooks, but
nothing could damp their enthusiasm. The curricu-
lum included religion, Polish language and history,
geography, arithmetic, natural history and also
Russian, a knowledge of which was necessary in
daily life. The teachers taught with the inspiration
of crusaders, while the children absorbed their
teaching with a deep sense of its importance. The
'hosts' of the schools were paid a small rent; the
majority of the teachers gave their services free,
while a few of them received a salary of from ten
to fifteen roubles per month.

The need for secrecy was impressed not only
on the children, but also on the parents. The least
mistake, the least imprudence, might have led to
the disruption of the whole organization and to
mass arrests of the organizers. Indeed, those
involved in the conspiracy kept a watch on the
Russian police and any suspicious move on the

149